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Visit us at:
www.thurmontlionsclub.com

www.facebook.com
thurmontlionsclub
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Meetings are held at:

St John Lutheran Church
Meet 2" & 4t Wednesday

Liozs Breezes
Thurmont Lions Club

Volume 113 — No 6 — December 2025
www.thurmontlionsclub.com

D6 Martin Bonura
“Humble Lion Servants of
Western Maryland”

Hello Lions

I hope everyone is having a nice holiday season. This
newsletter has some reminders of upcoming holiday-related
fundraising events as well as the club’s annual Christmas
party being held on the usual meeting date and time on
December 10" at St. John Luthern Church. The Christmas
party will include refreshments and games and is a good
opportunity to refresh friendships or make friends with new
members. Unfortunately, I will be out of town that week but
hope to hear that the party is well attended and much fun and
good fellowship was had by all.

Thanks to everyone who responded to the email asking for
thoughts on quarterly contributions to various organizations
serving our community. While we hope the number of
responses will increase next quarter, the survey was
successful and as a result, contributions are being made to the
Gold Star Memorial, Frederick County 4H Therapeutic
Riding, Heroes Ridge and Guardian Hose Company. These
surveys are intended to increase inputs from members on how
contributions from our fundraisers and dispersed, and so
please take a few minutes and respond to the upcoming
surveys. Regarding the Gold Star Memorial, Lion Julie and
others are doing an amazing job coordinating activities and
raising funds for the future addition to the Thurmont
Memorial Park.

As we begin preparations for some traditional fundraising
events in the spring keep in mind that our fundraising also
includes the sale of items such as the homemade chocolates
and a new Thurmont themed sweatshirt. We look for
opportunities such as community events and the recent bake
sale to sell these items and so please bring forward any ideas
on where and how to sell items. Every dollar raised is a dollar
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we can use to help our community. Likewise, many thanks to Lions Doug and Don for
offering and selling homemade applesauce and fudge to help bolster the club’s administrative
fund. As always, please give some thought to possible suggestions and feel free to email, give
me a call or discuss your ideas with other members so we can continue to make our club
successful at serving the community while also being fun and rewarding for ourselves.

President Bill
“Pride in Service”

stesie sk sk sfe ke ske sk st ke she sk st ke she sk st ke she sk st s ske sk st sk sk she st sieske she st sieske she st st ske sk sfe st sk she sk st ske sk sfe st ske she st sk sk sk sfe st sk sk sk sie sk sk sfe st sk sk sfe sk sk sk sk sie sk she sk sie sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk stk sk sk stk sk sk stk sk sk skolkosk skekokoskoskosk

Christmas Ornaments (Contributed by Lions Susan Favorite/Albie Little) We still have some Christmas
ornaments remaining so feel free to advertise with your friends and family. The ornament features
the current Town Office Building. Cost is 10.60 (with tax) - the same cost as it has been for the past
16 years. Individual members can also act as sales people and then coordinate with those
organizing activities to complete the sales.

Ornaments can be picked up at Mountain Gate Restaurant on 12/4 and 12/11 from 5:30 to
7:30pm. They will also be brought to the club Christmas party for pick up.

Don’t forget they make a great gift to have for any unexpected visitors or hostess gifts over the
next few weeks.
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Thanksgiving Bake Sale (Contributed by Lion Nancy Echard

Our bake sale at Mountain Gate Restaurant was quite a successful event. My sincere thank
you to Lions Marci, Sandy, Bev and Joyce for donating their time. A very special thank you to
all our Lions who did such wonderful baking. Some items were bought before they were on
the table (namely- Lion Maxine's cinnamon buns and Lion Sharon's coconut cake. All-in-all
we had a profitable day for a whopping total of $487.00. That also included Our Famous
Candy Cups and Bars. Thank you all again for your participation and service. TOGETHER
WE CAN DO ANYTHING AS A TEAM, AND WE ARE AWESOME.
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Fundraisers (Contributed by Lion Don Keeney, Jr.)

Fudge Fundraiser

Lions Doug, Don and Susan will be making homemade fudge to sell as a fundraiser for the
Administrative Account. Flavors will be: Chocolate, Vanilla, Peanut Butter, Sugar Cookie,
Peppermint, Caramel, Maple and Red Velvet Cream Cheese ($16/1b. or $9 for 1/2 1b. Orders
need to be placed by December 11" Pickup will be the week of December 15. (See attached
flyer for more details).

Christmas Extravaganzas

Lions Doug Favorite and Don Keneey, Jr (D&D). will once again be hosting their Christmas
house tours. The dates will be December 6, 2025 and January 3, 2026. The December 6" event
will benefit Heroes Ridge and Maryland Patriot Guard. The January 3™ event will benefit the
Gold Star Mothers Memorial in Memorial Park in Thurmont. The menu will be: D&D's
famous meatloaf, Italian chicken, Frisco potatoes, succotash, spiced peaches, homemade
applesauce, biscuits, and of course Susan's famous desserts. (See attached flyer for details).
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Collecting items for Wares for Warriors

We will be collecting much needed items for the Veteran’s Homeless Shelter in D.C. Items can
be given to Doug/Don by Saturday Dec 6, or you can bring them to the house tour on Dec 6 if
you are attending. The list of needed items is attached.

Applesauce fundraiser
Thanks to those who purchased applesauce for the administrative fundraiser in November. We
sold over 40 quarts.

Candy Bars and Chocolate Cups (Contributed by Lion Don Keeney, Jr.)
we still have lots of candy bars and the new chocolate cups (peanut butter, caramel and peppermint).
These make great stocking stuffers, gifts,
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Visitations (Contributed by Lion Joyce Anthony)

Thank you for signing up to perform visitations this Lions year. If possible, ask a new Lion to
join you so they can learn the importance of doing visitations. After you complete your
visitation, you must go back to the club and give an oral report on what you learned, what ideas
you can share from their visit, etc. All visitations must be completed no later than May 31,
2026.
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Christmas Cookie Contest (Lion Debbie Schray)

The Thurmont Lions Club is sponsoring their famous Christmas cookie contest. It will be held
on Friday, December 5™ at St. Johns Lutheran Church, 15 North Church St., Thurmont, Md.
Cookies will be judged based upon taste, appearance, texture, creativity and Christmas spirit.
Please see attached flyer.
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I VDG Service Challenge- Mental Health (Contributed by Lion Marci Veronie)

The Thurmont Lions Club participated in the DG’s Mental Health Service Project by creating
100 Mental Health Resource Kits, a project that is aimed at supporting and uplifting the mental
well-being of our community members. The kits were curated to include crisis hotline
numbers, essential information about wellness and mental health, stress balls, herbal tea
sachets, journals, and positive notes and affirmations. Each item was selected to provide
comfort, encouragement, and valuable resources to those in need.

The kits were distributed to individuals and groups within our community, ensuring that the
resources reach those who can benefit from them the most. Our goal is to foster a supportive
environment where mental health is prioritized, and everyone has access to the tools they need
to maintain their well-being.
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American Heritage, Preservations and Patriotism Essay Contest (Contributed by Lion Maxine
Troxell)




The Thurmont Lions Club and the Lions Clubs of District 22-W, know how important it is to
share our American Heritage and how to use that knowledge to inspire volunteerism.

July 4th, 2026, marks the semi quincentennial, 250 years of American independence from
Great Britain since July 4th, 1776. As we reflect and celebrate this important milestone for the
United States of America, we can take this opportunity to learn about the brave men that made
this possible. This year's essay contest will be based on the founding fathers of the United
States of America that signed the Declaration of Independence on August 2nd, 1776.

Our contest will include Heritage, Preservation and Patriotism. We hope you will consider
taking part in our essay contest.

The Thurmont Lion’s Club is sponsoring the essay contest for local students (in the Catoctin
Feeder Schools including Mother Seton School) and adults. The theme for the 2025-2026
contest is “Together as One”. Essay topics are as follows:

* Elementary School (Grades 1-5): What if the Declaration of Independence had a secret code
leading for hidden treasure? Where do you think it would be hidden and why?

» Middle School (Grades 6-8): Imagine you are a colonist. Write what you think about the
Declaration of Independence.

* High School {Grades 9-12): Pick one founding father that signed the Declaration of
Independence. What motivated them to risk their lives and fortunes by declaring independence
from Great Britain? How does their service and sacrifice inspire you to serve your community?
 Adult: Pick one founding father that signed the Declaration of Independence. How did their
personal experiences and background shape their views on independence? How does their
service and sacrifice inspire you to serve your community?

Essays in each category will be judged by the Thurmont Lions Club. The essay program rules
for participation and compliance guidelines are as follows:

Each entry must comply with the following rules for participation:

* Use "8 2 and 11" white paper.

* Essay must be either typed or computer generated and double spaced. Handwritten copies
will not be read.

* Minimum of 300 words, maximum of 500 words.

* Attach a separate cover sheet which includes the following information. o Entrant's name
o Entrant's home address including street, city, state and zip code

o Entrant's home phone number

o Name of school or “home schooled” (except for adults)

o Name of sponsoring club (Thurmont Lions Club)

Those interested in participating should forward their essay to Thurmont Lions Club. P.O. Box
306, Thurmont, Md 21788 or email your essay to mtroxelll @verizon.net.

ALL ESSAYS MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY. JANUARY 10. 2026.




Gold Stat Monument Update (Contributed by Lion Julie El-Taher)

A huge thank you to the Masons. They presented a check for $20,000at the town meeting.
That brings the total amount to $38,000 of the $60,000. The granite will be ordered as it takes
six months to deliver. Mayor John Kinnaird’s company will be helping with the installation.
Shuster Concrete will be providing the concrete at cost. We will be having a ground breaking
ceremony on June 22, 2026. The tentative date for the dedication ceremony will be
September 27, 2026. The next fundraiser, in addition to the 50/50 raffle, will be at Rocky’s
Pizza on December 15, Mention the Gold Star Monument and Rocky’s will make a donation.
On March 22" there will be a horse race fundraiser at the Amvets.
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Peace Poster Contest (Contributed by Lion Joyce Anthony)

The Thurmont Lions Club again supported the local
participation in the International Club Peace Poster
contest. Lion Julie Eiseman chaired the contest for the
club.

The theme for 2025-2026 was “Together as One”. ,
McKinney Glotfelty, Grade 7, Thurmont Middle School V C ) @
submitted a poster which was given to Michelle Miller, ¢ -ﬁi@,w, & M@
Committee Chair for District 22-W.

e sfeshe ke s sk sk st sk sk sk sk s sk st sk skeske sk sk sk sk st stk sk sk sk sk sk stk sk sk sk sk skestesk sk sk sk st st sk kol sk sk sk sk skl sk ik sk skestesk sk sk sk st sk stk sk sk sk stttk skosk sk sk stk sk kol st sk stk skosk sk sk skesteosk sk sk sk stttk sk sk skoskoskoskokok skok skoskokokokok skokokok

Christmas P arty (Contributed by Lion Joyce Anthony)

THERE IS GOING TO BE A CHRISTMAS PARTY!
When: December 10, 2025
Where: St. John Lutheran Church

Time: 6:30 pm
There will be a ugly sweater contest. ‘ ARPRT
Bring a wrapped gift - Cost limit $5.00. GET UGLY

(If your wrapping looks cool - people
will want your gift.

Games will be played - prizes
awarded.

Bring snacks and drinks to share.
Lots of fun and fellowship — see you there!!
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Prayer for our TLC Members, friends and family who are in need of
prayer and support during their illness and recovery:

May you be wrapped up in God’s love. Found deep in his everlasting wings.
Carried and kept, safe and cherished. We come before You today in need of
your healing hand. In You all things are possible. Hold our hearts within
yours and renew our minds, bodies and souls. We are lost, but we are singing.
You gave us life and you also gave us the gift of infinite joy. Give us the
strength to move forward on the path you 've laid out for us. Guide us toward better health, and give
us the wisdom to identify those you've placed around us to help us get better. In your name we pray.
AMEN

Those with Acute Needs for our prayers:
e Mrs. Tammy Dutrow — Lion Eric Dutrow’s wife

Those requiring continued prayers and support:
e Lions Joann Cannada, Ross Smith. Jr., PDG Paul Cannada

Sympathy Thoughts and Prayers:

You hold time within your hands, and see it all, from beginning to end. Please keep and carry these
special people in their sadness and loss. Cover them with your great wings of love, give their weary
hearts rest and their minds sound sleep. Lord, lift their eyes so that they may catch a glimpse of
eternity and be comforted by the promise of heaven. We ask this in the precious name of Jesus. AMEN

e Ed McKissick - Lions Susan and Doug Favorite’s father

December Birthdays December Anniversaries
Dec. 9 - Doug Favorite Dec. 30 — Mike & Debbie Irons
Dec. 12 - Julie Eiseman
Dec. 16 — Arthur Drager

Celebrating our Lions
December - Lion Joyce Anthony — 26 years
Lions Elisabeth & Tom Ruppel - 9 years
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All Membership Meetings - ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH BEGINNING 6:30
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

Thurmont Lions Club Calendar of Events 2025-2026
Please provide corrections/additions promptly to Lion Joyce — Updated December 2025

July 2025
July 5 — Pit Sandwich Sale, Bell Hill

July 9 — Membership Meeting — Program: DG Official Visit

July 9 — SES Leo Club Chartered

July 16 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

July 19 — Change of Banner — Terra Rubra Lions Activities Building
July 23 — Membership Meeting — Held at Heroes Ridge




August 2025
August 2 — Pit Sandwich Sale, Bell Hill

August 2 — MD-22 LYF Meeting

August 5 — National Night Out (Police Dept) (6:00-7:30 pm)

August 13 — Membership Meeting — Discuss activities and share ideas
August 16 — 1t Cabinet Meeting — LaVale Fire Department

August 20 - Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

August 27 — Membership Meeting — Seton Center

August 30 — Pit Sandwich Sale — Bell Hill

September 2025
September 5-7 — Community Show — Membership Table

September 11 — 9/11 Memorial Celebration

September 10 - Membership Meeting — Thurmont Historical Society
September 17 — Board Meeting — Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

September 18-20 — USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum / Atlantic City
September 24 — Membership Meeting — Club Picnic at Ole Mink Farm
September 27 — LVRF Aim for Sight

October 2025

October 1-31 — Cabinet Display at Thurmont Regional Library
October 4 — District 22-W Social, Dutch’s Daughter

October 8 — Membership Meeting — Colorfest Setup

October 9-12 — Colorfest

October 15 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm
October 22 — No Meeting

October 23 - Membership Meeting — Charter Night

October 25 — Halloween Movie Night — Community Park

November 2025

November 12 - Membership Meeting — Frederick Country 4-H Therapeutic Riding Club
November 15 — 2" Cabinet Meeting — Hancock Community Center

November 19 — Board Meeting — Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

November 19 — LVRF Vision Rally at Wilmer

November 22 — Bake Sale — Mountain Gate Restaurant — (9:00 am — 2:00 pm)
November 26 — No meeting (Thanksgiving Eve)

December 2025

December 10 — TLC Christmas Party

December 13 — Wreaths across America

December 17 - Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm
December 24 — No Membership Meeting — Christmas Eve
December 25 — Christmas Day

December 31 — New Year’s Eve

January 2026

January 1 - New Year’s Day

January 10 — 3 Cabinet Meeting — New Windsor Fire Department
January 13 — Melvin Jones Birthday

January 14 — Membership Meeting — ???? (tentative)

January 21 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm




January 28 — Membership Meeting — Mayor John Kinnaird

February 2026

February 11 — Membership Meeting — Meal provided by Doug and Dong (Debbie trivial/games)

February 18 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm
February 25 — Membership Meeting - Program: Youth Night

March 2026

March 11 - Membership Meeting — Weather (Don Keeney, Jr.)
March 18 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

March 21 — 4" Cabinet Meeting — Terra Rubba Lions Club
March 25 — Membership Meeting — Barter Night

April 2026

April 8— Membership Meeting -

April 15 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

April 22 — Membership Meeting — Gettysburg Tour (Debbie Schray)
April 25 — Pit Sandwich Sale

April 29 — Leader Dog Banquet — Region III

May 2026

May 13 — Membership Meeting — Program: Wine event at Lion Debbie Schray’s house
May 14-17 — MD-22 Convention, Ashore Hotel, Ocean City

May 20 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

May 23 - Pit Sandwich Sale

May 27 — Membership Meeting — Program: Community/Education Night

June 2026

June 1 — Helen Keller Day

June 10 — Membership Meeting — Scout Night

June 17 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

June 24 — Membership Meeting — Installation of Officers, Membership Celebration

July 3-7 — LCI Convention, Hong Kong
July 4 - Pit Sandwich Sale

August 1 — Pit Sandwich Sale
September 5 — Pit Sandwich Sale

Thurmont Lions Club
Chartered: October 23, 1929




Due to my unfortunate accident, | apologize for any exclusion of
important information in this month’s newsletter. | am still pecking with
one hand and two fingers. Thank you for understanding.

Lion Joyce Anthony
Newsletter Editor

The Thurmont Lions Club wishes you a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year




