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Visit us at:
www.thurmontlionsclub.com

www.facebook.com
thurmontlionsclub
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Meetings are held at:

St John Lutheran Church
Meet 2" & 4t Wednesday

Liozs Breezes
Thurmont Lions Club
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D6 Martin Bonura
“Humble Lion Servants of
Western Maryland”

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Hello Lions

I hope everyone had a nice Christmas and is looking forward to a
new year. As a reminder, the TLC Foundation also begins a new
year in January, and we will be discussing a budget and plans for
the upcoming year at our first meeting on January 14™. As always,
we are hoping for good attendance and participation with ideas and
suggestions on how we can improve throughout the year. If you
are not able to attend, please feel free to take a look at the budget
and other club documents on the members only page on our
website (thurmontlionsclub.com) and provide any concerns or
suggestions.

The start of a new year often includes some reflection on the year
just ending and our club had some successes and also some
sadness. Let us all remember that we lost some dear friends,
members and close family of several members last year. Keep our
dear friends in mind, and please let us do what we can to help them
through their challenging times.

Thanks to everyone who dedicated their time and energy to our
activities last year and as a result, our club has continued to
function fairly well and maintain its long legacy of serving our
community. We have some events coming up before the sandwich
sales start in the spring and request that all our members sign up to
help organize and carry out our various fundraisers and service
projects. In addition, Lion Doug will soon begin looking to fill a
Slate of Officers for next year, and so please consider volunteering
to either continue serving in a position or starting a new roll on the
Board beginning in July.

As always, please give some thought to possible suggestions and
feel free to email, give me a call or discuss your ideas with other
members so we can continue to make our club successful at serving
the community while also being fun and rewarding experience for
ourselves.
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December 6" Christmas Extravaganza (Contributed by Lion Don Keeney, Jr.)

We had 45 attendees for the first Christmas extravaganza at Lion Doug and Don’s house on
December 6. Thanks to those who came out to support Heroes Ridge and the Patriot Guard.
Also, thanks to those who dropped off or have donated items for the Veteran’s Homeless
Shelter in DC. We collected quite a bit of items, and I’m sure they will be much appreciated by
the Veterans during these cold winter months.
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Candy Bar Fundraiser (Contributed by Lion Don Kenney, Jr.)
We still have lots of candy bars and the new chocolate cups (peanut butter, caramel and peppermint).
Please contact Lions Doug or Don if you want any.
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Thurmont Sweatshirts (Contributed by President Bill Reckley)

We were able to sell some sweatshirts before the
holidays but also missed a few opportunities - and so
we still have plenty of inventory on hand (and of
course can always order more if needed). Members
are encouraged to act as our extended sales force and
to convince friends and family to support this
fundraiser by getting these great sweatshirts
designed by local artist John Nickerson (Gnarly
Artly). The shirts are being sold for $30 and can be
picked up at meetings or can be delivered. We are
also looking to have some local businesses help by
displaying the shirts — more on that as we hear back.
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TLC Progmm Januarv 14, 2026 (Contributed by Lion Doug Favorite)

The program for the Membership meeting for January 14, 2026 will be dedicated to preparing
packets for pediatric cancer patients. We will be preparing 30 packages each for girls and
boys. Lion Doug Favorite has ordered enough items to fill the packages. The estimated cost
for each package is $8.57. An appeal will be made to the members in case anyone would like
to make a donation to help offset the cost to the club.
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TLC Progmm Februarv 11, 2026 (Contributed by Lion Don Keeney, Jr.)

The Thurmont Lions Club Membership meeting on February 11, 2026, will feature a
meal prepared by Lions Doug Favorite and Don Kenney, Jr. The menu will be posted at
a later date. The cost will be $20 per person. The funds will help boost the
Administrative Account. Please RSVP to Lions Doug or Don if you will be
attending.
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Visitations Contributed by Lion Joyce Anthony)

It is a new year! To date only one visitation has been performed, and we have only five
months remaining. If possible, ask a new Lion to join you so they can learn the importance of
doing visitations. After you complete your visitation, you must go back to the club and give an
oral report on what you learned, what ideas you can share from their visit, etc. All visitations
must be completed no later than May 31, 2026.
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Christmas Communiljy Cookie Contest (Contributed by Lion Debbie Schray)

This was the third year the Thurmont Lions Club sponsored a holiday cookie contest. It was

held on Friday, December 5™ at St. John Lutheran Church. We had 18 entries and six winners.

There were advertisements put in The Catoctin Banner and on Facebook to make people aware

of this event. Here is what contestants had to do to participate

e What: Xmas Cookies! — bring 6 of your finest Christmas cookies on a paper plate.

e When: On Friday, December 5, 2025 from 6:00-6:45 PM

e Where: St. John Lutheran Church, 15 North Church Street, Thurmont, MD

e How: Cookies will be judged based upon taste, appearance, texture, creativity and Christmas
Spirit

e Why: To support our Thurmont community through the Thurmont Lions Club

e A $10 entry donation is required, and all proceeds go directly back to our community

Prizes were awarded in an adult category 1st place = $75; 2nd place = $50; 3rd place = $25.
Plus, there was a Young Adults category (ages 18 and under) st place = $50; 2nd place = $35;
3rd place =. $25

The committee did a FABULOUS job and everyone worked together for this great event.
Special shout out to Lisa who covered for me because I was sick, Maxine, David, Joyce and
Sharon who stepped in to help. Lions at their best!

“You can’t get very far until you start doing
something for someone else”

Melvin Jones




ADULTS YOUNG ADULTS

Adult Category

Top Plate — 3" prize — Jack Fordham (Chewy Gingerbread with butter cream icing)
Middle Plate — 2" prize — Jim Riffle (Spiced Gingerbread Cookies)

Bottom Plate — 1" place — Megan Zais (Stained Glass Cookies)

Young Adult Category

Top Plate — 3" prize — Kinsley Main (Iced Sugar Cookies)

Middle Plate — 2" prize —Polly Dayhoff (Peanut Butter Blossoms)
Bottom Plate — I*' prize — Kara Shearer (Sugar Cookies)
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an VDG Service Challenge- (Contributed by Lion Marci Veronie.)

The Thurmont Lions Club participated in the DG’s Mental Health Service Project by creating
100 Mental Health Resource Kits, a project that is aimed at supporting and uplifting the mental
well-being of our community members. The kits were curated to include crisis hotline
numbers, essential information about wellness and mental health, stress balls, herbal tea
sachets, journals, and positive notes and affirmations. Each item was selected to provide
comfort, encouragement, and valuable resources to those in need.

The kits were distributed to individuals and groups within our community, ensuring that the
resources reach those who can benefit from them the most. Our goal is to foster a supportive
environment where mental health is prioritized, and everyone has access to the tools they need




to maintain their well-being.

American Heritage, Preservations and Patriotism Essay Contest (Contributed by Lion Maxine
Troxell)

The Thurmont Lions Club and the Lions Clubs of District 22-W, know how important it is to
share our American Heritage and how to use that knowledge to inspire volunteerism.

July 4th, 2026, marks the semi quincentennial, 250 years of American independence from
Great Britain since July 4th, 1776. As we reflect and celebrate this important milestone for the
United States of America, we can take this opportunity to learn about the brave men that made
this possible. This year's essay contest will be based on the founding fathers of the United
States of America that signed the Declaration of Independence on August 2nd, 1776.

Our contest will include Heritage, Preservation and Patriotism. We hope you will consider
taking part in our essay contest.

The Thurmont Lion’s Club is sponsoring the essay contest for local students (in the Catoctin
Feeder Schools including Mother Seton School) and adults. The theme for the 2025-2026
contest is “Together as One”. Essay topics are as follows:

* Elementary School (Grades 1-5): What if the Declaration of Independence had a secret code
leading for hidden treasure? Where do you think it would be hidden and why?

» Middle School (Grades 6-8): Imagine you are a colonist. Write what you think about the
Declaration of Independence.

* High School {Grades 9-12): Pick one founding father that signed the Declaration of
Independence. What motivated them to risk their lives and fortunes by declaring independence
from Great Britain? How does their service and sacrifice inspire you to serve your community?
 Adult: Pick one founding father that signed the Declaration of Independence. How did their
personal experiences and background shape their views on independence? How does their
service and sacrifice inspire you to serve your community?

To date, we have received one essay.

Those interested in participating should forward their essay to Thurmont Lions Club. P.O. Box
306, Thurmont, Md 21788 or email your essay to mtroxelll @verizon.net.

ALL ESSAYS MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY. JANUARY 10. 2026.

an VDG Service Challengg (Contributed by Lion Don Keeney, Jr.)

The 2™ VDG Service Challenge for 2025-2026 encouraged clubs to participate in a service
activity suitable for the club benefitting a family or families with unfortunate circumstances
leaving hem in need of food. The challenge is focused from January 3 through January 11,
2026.

The Thurmont Lions Club donated numerous items for the Veteran’s Homeless Shelter in DC.
A load of goods was presented to Ted Nettles of the Patriot Guard for delivery. The donations




included many varieties of foods items (e.g., tuna fish, cups of soup, water, snacks, canned
meats, etc.). Our club always steps up to follow our motto “We Serve”>
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Thurmont Middle School Leo Club

Roaﬂ"ing L e 05 Catoctin High School Leo Club

Sabillasville Fnvironmental School Leo Club
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Catoctin High School Leo Club (Contributed by Leo Amy Bellarmino)

The CHS Leo Club met on December 11, 2025. We had a very fun and productive meeting as
we ate ice cream while voting on decisions at our holiday party meeting. We’ve decided to try
to do crafts with primary and elementary school students at one of the future basketball games
in February, collect donations for he homeless in January and do a pet drive in March where
we will collect donations for Cuddle’s Cat Rescue. We look forward to discussing these topics
further. We plan to do a campus cleanup in the spring, as well as making posters for the
homeless drive at the next meeting.

(Contributed by Lion Joyce Anthony)

/ ¢ SERL \ If you learn about an illness or tragic happening affecting one of our LION Club
W & members or families, please contact a member of the TLC Sunshine Committee

with the information - Committee Chair Lion Joyce Anthony, 301-606-7873 or

jananny@comcast.net; Lion Gayle DiSalvo, 240-446-5204 or

gaylerad46(@gmail.com or Lion Julie El-Taher, 301-788-0855 or

“J 2 ; : : .
" jules6998@icloud.com Caring and concern for our fellow members is a very
%» RNATS pﬁé‘) important part of our life together as Lions.
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/ Prayer for our TLC Members, friends and family who are in need of
prayer and support during their illness and recovery:

May you be wrapped up in God’s love. Found deep in his everlasting wings. Carried and kept, safe
and cherished. We come before You today in need of your healing hand. In You all things are
possible. Hold our hearts within yours and renew our minds, bodies and souls. We are lost, but we
are singing. You gave us life and you also gave us the gift of infinite joy. Give us the strength to
move forward on the path you 've laid out for us. Guide us toward better health, and give us the
wisdom to identify those youve placed around us to help us get better. In your name we pray. AMEN



mailto:jananny@comcast.net
mailto:gaylerad46@gmail.com

Those with Acute Needs for our prayers:

Those requiring continued prayers and support:
e Lions Joann Cannada, Ross Smith. Jr., PDG Paul Cannada, Lion Joyce Anthony

Sympathy Thoughts and Prayers:

You hold time within your hands, and see it all, from beginning to end. Please keep and carry these
special people in their sadness and loss. Cover them with your great wings of love, give their weary
hearts rest and their minds sound sleep. Lord, lift their eyes so that they may catch a glimpse of
eternity and be comforted by the promise of heaven. We ask this in the precious name of Jesus. AMEN

Sympathy thoughts and prayers:

You hold time within your hands, and see it all, from beginning to end. Please keep and carry these precious
people in their sadness and loss. Cover them with your great wings of love, give their weary hearts rest and
their minds sound sleep. Lord, lift their eyes so that they may catch a glimpse of eternity, and be comforted by
the promise of heaven. We ask this in the precious name of Jesus. Amen

Prayer for TLC Family and their members who are serving our country:

Heavenly Father, thank you that you defend your people with your mighty hand. Please hear my prayer as [
lift up our military and veterans before you now. They work tirelessly to defend our country. Bless and protect
them Lord and use their work for the good of our nation and your glory. May they know your presence with
them at this time. May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with them always. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, AMEN.

We pray for:

Ethan Wienholt (Marines) — Grandson of Lion Hank Schlitzer
Alex El-Taher (Navy) — Son of Lions David and Julie El-Taher
Jordon Volciak (Army) — Grandson of Lion Gayle DiSalvo

If there are other family members serving in the armed forces, please let Lion Bev Nunemaker know so that they
too can be added to our prayer list.

CONGRATULATIONS!

Prayer for TLC Members Celebrating Birthdays and Wedding Anniversaries this month:

Dear God, Your word says that through wisdom our days will be many. I thank You Lord for blessing me, and 1
thank You for the many years that I know have been added to my life! Lord, I choose to celebrate You as my
heavenly Father, as well as this birthday or anniversary, for it is because of You that I have made it this far. |
adore you with all my heart, soul and mind. AMEN!

Birthdays Wedding Anniversaries
5 - Sean Young 11 - Paul and Nancy Echard
9 - Julie El-Taher 21 - David and Julie El-Taher

22 - Ross Smith, Jr.




@elebrating our Lion Members

The Thurmont Lions Club has proudly served our community and surrounding
areas since 1929. The Thurmont Lions Club is a group of community-minded men
and women who have come together to enjoy each other’s company, hear
interesting programs and raise funds for important local or vision and community
related causes. We are succeeding because we have embraced all those committed to building a
brighter future for our community and ourselves. We celebrate the following Lions on their
anniversary and years of service in our club and service to the Thurmont community —

]anuary — Lion Mike Irons - 42 years; Lion Lloyd Berry - 17 years; Lion Cindy McKane-Wagnester - 14
years; Lion Heidi Dennie - 4 years

Congratulations Lions!

All Membership Meetings - St. John Lutheran Church beginning 6:30 pm
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED
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July 2025
July 5 — Pit Sandwich Sale, Bell Hill

July 9 — Membership Meeting — Program — Official Visit by DG
July 9 — SES Leo Club Charter

July 16 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

July 19 — Change of Banner — Terra Rubra Lins Activities Building
July 23 — Membership Meeting — Held at Heroes Ridge

August 2025
August 2 — Pit Sandwich Sale, Bell Hill

August 2 — MD-22 LYF Meeting

August 5 — National Night Out (Police Dept) (6:00-7:30 pm)

August 13 — Membership Meeting — Discuss activities and share ideas
August 16 — 1t Cabinet Meeting — LaVale Fire Department

August 20 - Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

August 27 — Membership Meeting — Seton Center

August 30 — Pit Sandwich Sale — Bell Hill

September 2025
September 5-7 — Community Show — Membership Table

September 11 — 9/11 Memorial Celebration

September 10 - Membership Meeting — Thurmont Historical Society
September 17 — Board Meeting — Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

September 18-20 — USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum / Atlantic City
September 24 — Membership Meeting — Club Picnic at Ole Mink Farm
September 27 — LVRF Aim for Sight

October 2025

October 1-31 — Cabinet Display at Thurmont Regional Library
October 4 — District 22-W Social, Dutch’s Daughter

October 8 — Membership Meeting — Colorfest Setup

October 9-12 — Colorfest




October 15 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm
October 22 — No Meeting

October 23 - Membership Meeting — Charter Night
October 25 — Halloween Movie Night — Community Park

November 2025

November 12 - Membership Meeting — Frederick Country 4-H Therapeutic Riding Club
November 15 — 2" Cabinet Meeting — Hancock Community Center

November 19 — Board Meeting — Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

November 19 — LVRF Vision Rally at Wilmer

November 22 — Bake Sale — Mountain Gate Restaurant — (9:00 am — 2:00 pm)
November 26 — No meeting (Thanksgiving Eve)

December 2025

December 10 — TLC Christmas Party

December 13 — Wreaths across America

December 17 - Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm
December 24 — No Membership Meeting — Christmas Eve
December 25 — Christmas Day

December 31 — New Year's Eve

January 2026
January 1 - New Year’s Day

January 10 — 3 Cabinet Meeting — New Windsor Fire Department

January 13 — Melvin Jones Birthday

January 14 — Membership Meeting — Packages for Pediatric Cancer patients
January 21 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

January 28 — Membership Meeting — Mayor John Kinnaird

February 2026

February 11 — Membership Meeting — Meal provided by Doug and Dong (Debbie trivial/games)

February 18 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm
February 25 — Membership Meeting - Program: Youth Night

March 2026

March 11 - Membership Meeting — Weather (Don Keeney, Jr.)
March 18 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

March 21 — 4™ Cabinet Meeting — Terra Rubba Lions Club
March 25 — Membership Meeting — Barter Night

April 2026

April 8— Membership Meeting -

April 15 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

April 22 — Membership Meeting — Gettysburg Tour (Debbie Schray)
April 25 — Pit Sandwich Sale

April 29 — Leader Dog Banquet — Region III

May 2026

May 13 — Membership Meeting — Program: Wine event at Lion Debbie Schray’s house
May 14-17 — MD-22 Convention, Ashore Hotel, Ocean City

May 20 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

May 23 - Pit Sandwich Sale




May 27 — Membership Meeting — Program: Community/Education Night

June 2026

June 1 — Helen Keller Day

June 10 — Membership Meeting — Scout Night

June 17 — Board Meeting, Kountry Kitchen, 6:30 pm

June 24 — Membership Meeting — Installation of Officers, Membership Celebration

July 3-7 — LCI Convention, Hong Kong
July 4 — Pit Sandwich Sale

August 1 — Pit Sandwich Sale
September 5 — Pit Sandwich Sale

khkkkkkkkhhhhhkkhhkkkhhhhkkhhhhhbhhhhkhhhrhhkkhhhhkhdrhkhhhihhkhkhdhkkdhhikkkkdiikkidds

Thurmont Lions Club
Chartered: October 23, 1929
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CELEBRATING THENBIRTHDAY
OF THE FOUNDING F#
IONS CLUB INTERNA

e Happy Birthday/
January 13, 1879

“ You cant get very far
until you start doing
something for somebady else, ”
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